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Hammer pants, those baggy, balloon-shaped slacks made popular by that fa-
mous MC in the early 90’s, are back. They’re being rebranded as “Harem Pants” 
and are on runways all over the world. 

Fondue too. It didn’t die in the 70s. It’s experiencing a resurgence, but this time 
the cheese is from grass-fed cows on local farms. 

Overalls, biscuits and gravy, the pompadour hair cut — even Madonna is mak-
ing a new album. Trends and styles come back through, are reinvented all the 
time, and housing trends are no different. 

Ultra-modern, contemporary, Usonian — it’s being called many things, but 
we’ve all seen the sleek lines, the gableless fl at roofs, and walls bright with 
oversized windows and minimal superfl uous adornment.

Right angles everywhere. Not an annular line to be found. But why now? And 
what is it? And how does the return of the mid-century modern esthetic fi t into 
our lives today?

“The shift is a whole conglomeration of things,” said Shayne Olsen of Bend 
Trend Homes. “But my opinion is that it has a lot to do with lifestyle, and Bend is 
right on point with the rest of the Northwest. Portland, Seattle, California — we’re 
defi nitely seeing a shift.”

With Bend’s last housing boom seeing a huge fl ux of prairie and 
craftsman homes, a style that has its markings in huge beams, crown 
molding and superfl uous amounts of trim, newer homes are being built 
with less inadvertent grandeur and more attention to simpler detail. 

“There was such exuberant consumerism in the late 80s through the 
dot-com bust of the 90s and early 2000s, and the craftsman home is 
beautiful, but it’s fun to see people trying something else,” Olsen said. 
“In a Northwest contemporary home, there’s nothing to hide behind, 
so little trim, lots of windows. If there’s a mistake, you’re going to no-
tice, and it’s our passion to try to make things perfect. It’s what we do, 
and so the challenge is really fun.”

The trend of new lines and new shapes in homes isn’t just relegated 
to age or socioeconomic demographics, either. It’s a shift that’s just as 
much about about ideology as it is about style.

“What’s great about the shift is that it’s also about these homes being 
high-performance smart homes, energy effi cient, healthy to live in, du-
rable, easy to maintain,” said Cindi O’Neil co-owner and vice-president 
of SolAire Homebuilders. “Craftsman, mid-century, prairie — they all 
can be high effi cient. But the new, simpler styles and continuity of 
space not only look cool, but the simplicity also facilitates that home 
itself is really effi cient from the ground up.”

“We’re having to include fi nish carpenters much earlier in the pro-
cess of homebuilding,” added Kristian Willman, owner of Timberline 
Construction. “People think that contemporary homes are more afford-
able because they’re simpler, and they can be, but they also take a 
lot more attention to detail because of all the straight lines — straight 

lines that need to be considered as early as the framing . . . but people 
are stepping outside the box.”

“There’s defi nitely a shift, which is really nice,” Willman continued. 
“It makes our jobs more challenging. I just think that before people 
choose any home, especially a contemporary one, they spend time 
considering what they’re getting into. A lot of people spend more time 
researching the car they own, and homes are multiple the investment 
of that.”

“At the end of the day, they’re very personal choices,” O’Neil added, 
“and this kind of home is not for everybody. It works best for people 
who want an unfettered, simple lifestyle. Uncluttered. Unfettered. 
Contemporary homes have room for artwork and gourmet cooking, 
great lighting and space on the walls for artwork and to express your 
own personality. They’re a blank canvas, which is what makes them 
so great.”

While many housing trends are marked by the adornment — the look 
— what’s compelling is that this one is marked by the usability, the 
purpose, what it’s like to be in the house day to day and, if anything, 
the lack of adornment thereof.

“It’s clean and livable. You have lots of connected common space, and 
it’s timeless. The designs and fi nishes are simple, and so it’s not gonna 
feel dated 10 years from now. That’s another thing that’s so great about 
this style of home. We know that they’re gonna last . . . Another shift 
is gonna happen. People want what’s new and exciting, but when that 
happens, these homes will still be around and beautiful and people are 
still gonna love living in them.”
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Old Mill Area Starting Under $200,000
Less  than one mile from Bend’s Old Mill 
lies Hayden Homes’ newest community: 
Gleneden II. With a variety of floor plans 
to suit families of all sizes, Gleneden is an 
excellent choice for everyone who enjoys an 
active lifestyle – river access, jogging trails 
and dog parks are just minutes away. Visit 
our Model Home today on 6th Street and 
Reed Market, or contact your Gleneden 
Community Manager to learn more about 
this exciting opportunity to find or build 
your new home today!
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Privacy, Views & Acreage - $869,000
Enjoy panoramic Cascade Mountain views 
from every piece of this beautiful home 
and exceptionally maintained property in 
desired Winston Ranch. With 3727 sq. ft., 
3 bedroom, 2.5 bath plus bonus room, RV 
garage, barn, irrigated pasture, gorgeous 
landscape, stonework, two entrances, this 
luxurious home in an incredible setting is 
just 10 minutes from downtown Bend. For 
a complete amenities list and photos, call 
Stephanie Ruiz, 541-948-5196
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Here We Grow Again... Lawnae Hunter & Tona Restine Are Pleased To Welcome:

Tona Restine & Lawnae Hunter are so pleased to welcome Clair Sagiv 

to Windermere! Clair is well loved & respected in the Real Estate 
community & we know that she will positively thrive in the environment 

we have created! Buyers & Sellers... this is exciting news! Clair Sagiv is 
now available to serve ALL of your Real Estate needs, call or email her 

today.  Clair can be reached at 541-390-2328 or clair@windermere.com

“I’m so happy to be at Windermere, and am having so much fun getting to 
know new people, colleagues & clients! I love the many tools 

Windermere has available to help my Buyers & Sellers! My 
special thanks to Tona & Lawnae for this wonderful opportunity!” 
   - Clair Sagiv, Broker

Please help us welcome Dan Appel to our company! Dan is a true asset to 

the team of Brokers at Windermere. As a former medic in the Army, he is 

adept at serving the needs of others & brings that same level of commitment & 
conscientious service to all of his clients! Call or email Dan today at 
541-233-6928 or daniel@windermere.com

“Why Windermere? I wanted to partner with a reputable brokerage, one 
well known in the area. Windermere Central Oregon Real Estate established 
itself as a leader within the Central Oregon market & presents tremendous 
Broker tools & resources from which to grow my business. I look forward to 
serving the Real Estate needs of all my clients for many years to come.”  
- Dan Appel, Broker
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